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“Until one has loved an animal, a part of one's soul remains unawakened.” 
Anatole France 

 
When one thinks of holidays during the month of October, most move their thoughts directly to 
Halloween. However, we often overlook some of the more significant days which serve as 
testimony to faith, perseverance and community. So as we began the first full month of autumn, 
our community used October 4th as an opportunity to commemorate the life of St. Francis of 
Assisi.  As many can attest, the gift of a domestic animal provides us with a genuine and 
enduring devotion for which should be seen as a tangible reminder of God’s eternal love.  As a 
way to honor our “four-legged friends” (and those having less or no legs at all!), Fr. Solomon 
offered his blessing over the cats, dogs, fishes, lizards, snakes, turtles, birds, and hermit crabs 
which reside in the homes of our students.  Seeing the field outside of the parish center scattered 
with an array of domesticated pets, was certainly a sight to behold.  
 
On Monday, October 10th, our nation paused to honor the courageous determination of 
Christopher Columbus and his relentless pursuit and discovery of the new world.  As a faith-
filled school, we remember this unique man as a Christian believer who brought our Catholic 
faith to the new world. And given that the national organization - the Knights of Columbus - are 
named in honor of this historical figure, we also look at this holiday as a special occasion in 
which to pray in thanksgiving for the gift of our local council of Knights.   
 
On Thursday, October 13th, our school received a special visit from the Salisbury Fire 
Department. As part of Fire Prevention Week, our local heroes taught our young people how to 
protect and safeguard themselves. And as a concluding part to their visit, our 2nd grade class 
presented over 200 “Penguin Plushies” to the SFD. These stuffed animals will be given to young 
people whose lives are affected by fire tragedies.  
 
Later this same day, our parish center became home to the time-honored tradition of Bingo.  
This memorable affair saw a cavalcade of parishioners, family members, school parents, alumni, 
faculty and neighbors from the broader Salisbury community all gather together hoping that a 
game of chance will bring with it a dose of random luck. Our H.S.A. sponsored event was once 
again a memorable occasion which seemed to produce the perfect mixture of fellowship, friendly 
competition and festivity.  I would like to thank all of our volunteers and our chairperson, Jenni 
Perunko for all they did to make this event such an enjoyable and successful evening. 
 
And before the week ended, Friday arrived and offered a tangible reminder to the invaluable 
partnership that exists with our parent community. On this day, our families and faculty 
gathered together for our biannual Parent-Teacher conference day. During these meetings, the 
relationship that exists between home and school is seen through the collaborative and 
supportive insights that are shared between parents and teachers.  
 
What an amazing community we have in PENGUIN NATION! We are truly blessed!! 
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